Name

Date

To 
(The relevant Park Authority)

Re:
Using space in (the Park) for training of dogs in search and tracking

Dear Sirs,

As (your capacity), I am contacting you in order to help other people train their dogs in search disciplines, like tracking and wilderness search, with the overall aim of finding people that are lost and need help – but also because these kinds of activities are very rewarding for the relationship between an owner and his/her dog.  

Based on request from my many contacts, we have agreed to arrange a training week for a small group of people from outside (the state/province) – provided we can find suitable areas for the training and get permission to use them.

The idea is that these people will stay at local motels, and take care of their own meals, and we will then meet mornings and afternoons to train the dogs.  The maximum number of dogs will be 8.  We also like to arrange a couple of “touristy” activities for the group.

We are aiming at doing this in the week of (date-date).

We are inviting Mogens Eliasen from Creston, BC to be our instructor.  He has done this kind of training for 15 years in BC, Washington, and Idaho, using just about all the major municipal and regional parks in the Greater Vancouver Regional District, and he has on many occasions also used Parks in Canada, the USA, Germany, Austria, and Denmark for this kind of training.

We are looking for a possibility of including some forested terrain and possibly also some open terrain that is not used by cattle, as their droppings can turn out to be very distracting for young dogs, and we will also have some of those participating…  The only true requirement we have to the terrain is that we can walk there – without serious risk of getting lost (too dense bush) or serious risk of getting hurt (dangerous cliffs or slopes).

The general area of (suggested area) would be excellent for the purpose.  In order to avoid unnecessary stress on the environment and also to provide variation in the challenges to the dogs, we prefer to not use the same spot more than once or twice.  Each spot should preferably be of a size of approximately 5-20 acres. The most attractive parts we know of are these:

1. (Location 1);

2. (Location 2);

3. (Location 3);

4. (Location 4);

5. (Location 5);

However, if you are aware of other areas that might make better candidates for this activity, we would appreciate hearing about those!  

Please note that we have no interest in being close to buildings, picnic areas, or any other areas with high visitor volume or traffic of people, so we will be happy accepting whatever safety and liability rules you feel are reasonable for this.

No dogs will ever be allowed to run around without being completely controlled by the owner, and wildlife and livestock are standard taboos for the dogs (and those taboos are very adamantly maintained, as any interest in animals from the dogs’ side is detrimental to the purpose of the training).  Off-leash work will only be done under strict control and only with dogs that are well trained.

We will leave nothing behind us that wasn’t there when we came.  We pick up everything our dogs might leave (and we generally include any litter we find, as such garbage items actually inhibit the training).

We will do no damage to the terrain or vegetation, as we generally will never walk on the same piece of soil more than twice, once for setting the scent for the dog to follow, and once for doing the training  (it takes many days for the scent to disappear so we can use that piece of terrain again for search purposes…)

I will be happy to sign a liability waiver to hold the Park Authority harmless for any damage and any claims that potentially could come out of this activity.

Although 6-8 people coming for about a week may not be the biggest boom in state tourist history, I believe it will be of general benefit to merchants in the area – and we would be very pleased to show the area to our guests.

If you have any questions in regards to this, I will be happy to answer them, either by phone, or in person.  

I look forward to your positive reply – and to showing my friends this gorgeous Park.

Sincerely,

(your name)

